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An essay always includes the following components:
· Introduction
Thesis: A thesis statement is one or two sentences in the introduction that explains the argument of the paper. A thesis statement is always debatable. It is the most crucial element of a paper.
An introduction should introduce the reader to the topic and argument of the paper. It is not enough to just re-word or copy the prompt as an introduction.
· Body
The body of the paper includes the points used to prove the papers thesis.
3 main points that support the thesis are a good number, but an essay can have more.
· For each new point that is introduced, a new paragraph needs to be started. Every time an idea changes, the paragraph should change.
· Each body paragraph should consist of the following:
· Assertion: Topic sentence of the paragraph. The main point supporting the thesis.
· Evidence: historical examples that prove the argument that is being made. This includes facts, details, quotes, examples, etc.
· Commentary: The author's interpretation/analysis of the evidence and how that evidence proves the argument/thesis.
· Conclusion
· A conclusion is necessary to all essays.
· A conclusion summarizes the argument to the reader; it is NOT a re-wording of the introduction.
· No new ideas should be introduced in the conclusion. Instead, use this paragraph to tie together the ideas presented in the body, and once again reiterate how it proves the thesis.
· Think of the one thing the reader should know when they are through with the paper, that argument should be in the conclusion.
 
Avoid these mistakes:
· Using 1st and 2nd person. Do not include yourself (I, me, we, us) or the reader (you). 
· Spelling
· Check over your own spelling (spell check does not catch all). 
· Remember the difference between their, they're, there and similar words.
· No text speak (R, U, thru, lol), abbreviations (NA: “Native American), colloquialisms (That sucked.), or slang.
· Contractions. In typed essays, do not use contractions (didn't = did not). 
· Misused words. Do not try to include larger words if you are unsure of their meaning. 
· Plagiarism. In typed essays, you MUST cite where you got your material. If you are unclear as to what you need to cite remember this: If you had to read it to write it, CITE IT! 
· If you rephrase an idea it still needs to be cited.
· Cliches. Cliches are overused or trite phrases. Avoid using these in your writing. America may be the greatest country in the land, or the Boston Tea Party might be the reason America is the nation it is today, but these statements are not helpful to your essay. Avoid them.
· Generalizations. Try to avoid using sweeping generalizations about groups of people or time periods. For example, not all colonists are British.
· Time. Although specific dates are not necessary in test essays, you do need to be aware of the time line of events and where events fall in relation to each other. For example, the Declaration of Independence came first, then the Articles of Confederation followed by the Constitution.
 


